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unpublished records in the office of the secretary of state in Raleigh. 
The ten volumes of the Colonial Records, however, contain the richest 
collection of documents from the English public archives. From these 
one may leam the ultimate word about the colony's history. The careful 
examination of them which is now presented to the public meets all the 
requirements of a final discussion. It has been made with pains and in- 
telligence, and with how great difficulty one will guess when he learns that 
the series out of which most of the facts are taken is entirely without an 
index. With what appreciation of scientific truth Dr. Raper has written 
one may see in the fact that he rejects the locally popular story of the 
"Mecklenburg declaration of independence." He goes so far as to say, 
in effect, that the resolutions of Mecklenburg county were not so radical 
as the action of Cumberland and New Hanover counties in organizing 
armed resistance to England. The treatment of the "War of the Regu- 
lation" is similarly unbiased. This struggle is described as a kind of 
peasants' rising, and not, as many people have hastily concluded, the 
initial phase of the revolution in North Carolina. Such sane treatment 
of controverted points speaks well for the prospects of North Carolina 
history when it shall fall into the hands of its young scholars. 

Trinity College, N. C. J- Sl Bassett - 



Das Wesen der Ministerverantwortlichkeit in Deutschland. Eine 
staatsrechtliche Studie. By Richard Passow, Ph.D., J.U.D. Tu- 
bingen, Verlag der H. Laupp'schen Buchhandlung, 1904. — vii, 

79 PP- 

This monograph deals scantily with a subject which the German 
writers have generally neglected. It possesses a special interest, on 
account of the recent agitation of the Social Democratic party looking 
to an extension of the responsibility of the imperial chancellor to the 
Reichstag. The monograph contains (1) a review of the forms and 
general principles underlying the system of ministerial responsibility 
in monarchical states; (2) an analysis of the constitutional provisions 
of the several German states relating to the responsibility of ministers; 
and (3) a discussion of the status of the imperial chancellor. 

The forms of ministerial responsibility are described as disciplinary, 
criminal, civil, constitutional and politico-parliamentary. The first 
form exists only in absolute monarchies, the second and third do not 
differ essentially from the responsibility of other officers or private 
citizens, while the fourth form has reference only to a special respon- 
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sibility prescribed in the constitution for certain acts or omissions. 
Only the fifth form, which has reference to the responsibility of the min- 
istry to the legislature for its political and legislative policy, is of par- 
ticular importance. The practical necessity of an irresponsible head 
in monarchical states and the connection between such a personage 
and a responsible minister are briefly but clearly discussed. The 
author's analysis of the constitutional provisions of the several Ger- 
man states relating to ministerial responsibility is but little more 
than a digest. Many of these provisions, he says, need revision, be- 
cause they have been modified by the adoption of the imperial consti- 
tution and are, moreover, out of harmony with the actual practice . 
The position of the imperial chancellor is discussed mainly in the light 
of recent events and has therefore a present interest. The proposition 
of the Social Democrats to make the chancellor responsible to the 
Reichstag for his official acts and to extend his responsibility to the 
political acts of the emperor is the subject of the concluding chapter 
of the monograph. From the point of view of those who desire parli- 
amentary government in the German empire, it may well be maintained 
that such an amendment is necessary definitely to fix and to enforce 
that responsibility which the imperial constitution declares shall attach 
to the chancellor. Whether Germany is ready for parliamentary gov- 
ernment is another question. T ^ Garner 

University or Illinois. 

The American Constitutional System. An Introduction to the Study 
of the American State. By Westel Woodbury Whxoughby. 
New York, The Century Company, 1904. — xvi, 323 pp. 

This is the introductory volume to a series of works on the govern- 
ment of the United States of which Mr. Willoughby is the editor and 
which, we are told, may be followed by another series devoted to the 
study of the activities of the American state. The aim of the present 
volume, to use the language of the author, is to "disclose the constitu- 
tional character of the American state, to explain the status of its various 
territorial subdivisions and to indicate the extent of the powers of their 
several governments." It is not a comprehensive treatise on constitu- 
tional law but a general survey of the constitutional character of the 
American republic — " an attempt," to quote again from the preface, 

to determine whether ultimate sovereignty is to be found located in the 
United States viewed as a single national entity or in the constituen 



